
Georgia House of
Representatives

Jesse Petrea 

Legislative Session 2018

Volume 2 
February 13, 2018

The 2018 Session Continues
Friends,
 
     It has been extremely busy here at the Capitol this year.
Accordingly, I am due for an update! Many positive bills are being
passed and considered.

     First, let me address some of my priorities. Last week, I passed
House Bill 618 in the House. This bill is an Act to incorporate the
City of Skidaway Island.   This bill will allow the people of
Skidaway Island to vote in the November 2018 general election on
whether or not they choose to incorporate as a city for self
governance.

Presenting HB 618 to incorporate
Skidaway Island

     Also last week, I succeeded in getting House Bill 657 passed in
Committee. This is my bill that would criminalize "straw
purchases" of firearms for felons. The bill would criminalize the act
of "knowingly and intentionally" providing a weapon to a felon.



Girl Scouts at the Capitol

This bill is now in the rules committee for vetting.

     We passed the amended 2018 budget last week which includ 
ed beach renourishment funding for Tybee Island. One of my
colleagues offered an Amendment to remove those funds.
Obviously, I did not appreciate that move and spoke vehemently
to killing the measure on the floor. Fortunately, we were successful
and the $10 million remains. This allocation is $10 million to the
OneGeorgia Authority to fund beach nourishment projects in
communities that were impacted by Hurricane Irma, which caused
tremendous destruction and devastation across Georgia's coastal
region last year.   The amended 2018 budget also adds $10
million to replenish Governor Deal's emergency fund and $3
million to purchase equipment to prevent and combat wildfires.
The amended 2018 includes additional funds for projects
 to meet the wide-ranging needs
of our state, such as $25.2 
million to lengthen rural
runways to accommodate larger
aircraft in an effort to increase
economic development and
investment in Georgia's rural
communities, and $500,000 for
the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation to purchase
supplies needed to process DNA
sexual assault kits.
 
     In addition to passing the amended state budget this week, the
House also overwhelmingly passed House Bill 700, a military-
friendly measure that would update and expand the National
Guard Service Cancelable Loan program to cover the cost of
graduate degree programs for National Guard members. HB 700
would ensure that these loans, which are used to repay the cost of
tuition in exchange for National Guard service, do not exceed the
cost of tuition and would also require loan recipients to remain in
good standing with the National Guard and serve two consecutive
years upon graduation. National Guard members interested in the
Service Cancelable Loan program would be required to file a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and utilize all
available funding before seeking the loan. Currently, these loans
are limited to undergraduate degree programs and public
postsecondary technical or vocational schools, and this program is
a proven tool that helps our state recruit and retain National Guard
members.

     My colleagues and I passed another military-friendly measure
this week, House Bill 699. HB 699 would allow firefighters who
have served as members of the armed forces to be exempt from
firefighter basic training. Current law requires all firefighters to

 successfully
complete a basic
training course
within one year of



Thad Dixon, Wayne Noha, Chuck Kearns of
Chatham Emergency Services

their hire date, and
the Georgia
Firefighter Standards
and Training Council
determines the
content and duration
of this course.
However, HB 699
would allow
individuals who have
trained as a member
of the United States
armed forces, United
States Coast Guard,
Georgia National
Guard or Georgia Air
National Guard to

present documentation of such training to the council and receive
a firefighter basic training certificate of completion. This bill would
make it easier for Georgia's veterans to begin a career as a
firefighter as a result of their service and the sacrifices they have
made for our country and state.

     A huge House accomplishment, which has been worked on for
years, passed the Senate this week.   HB 159, the adoption bill,
updates Georgia's adoption laws for the first time in three decades
and streamlines and expedites adoptions in Georgia, allowing
thousands of children to more quickly and efficiently find their new
families.

     Finally, we are working on reigning in "vehicle immobilization
services" in my Public Safety Committee. These are the companies
that place "boots" on vehicles when trespassing on private
property. There have been substantial abuses in this industry and
we aim to protect consumers.

     There are many other issues we are working on each day but I
will address them next week.  Please let me know your thoughts
and opinions as I represent you to the best of my ability in
Atlanta. Please feel free to email me at Jesse.Petrea@house.ga.gov 
 or visit me at the Capitol.

     As always, thank you for allowing me to serve as your
representative.
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