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The 2018 Session continued...
Tax Cuts, Land Preservation 

and Keeping Guns from Felons

     It continues to be very busy at the Capitol.  Indeed, last
Wednesday was "Crossover Day" and we were in session until 1:30
a.m.!  This is a critical day of the session as it is the last day a
piece of legislation can pass to the other chamber.
     
     Following are some of the bills passed since my last update:

I was very proud that my bill, HB 657 passed the House by a vote
of 156 to 3.  This bill will make it a felony offense to "knowingly
and intentionally" provide a firearm to a felon.  This bill was
strongly supported by the Prosecuting Attorneys Council and is
targeted at the group responsible for almost all of our gun crime -
felons who have already lost the right to keep firearms.  This bill
addresses two of the primary means that felons acquire guns -
straw purchases and those giving guns to them.  The third means
- theft - is an issue I am working on for next session.

     Another great conservative
bill, HB 918 has now passed
both chambers and been
signed by the Governor.  HB
918 doubles the standard
deduction for Georgia
taxpayers effective January 1,
2018.  It reduces the income
tax rate from 6% to 5.75 %
effective January 1, 2019.  It
will then reduce the rate to
5.5% on January 1, 2020.



     We also passed HB 327 which lowers the title ad valorem tax
from 7% to 6.75%. 

     House bill 887 seeks to expand broadband and other
communications services throughout the state by establishing the
Georgia Communications Services Tax Act.  HB 887 would allow
municipal corporations and electrical membership corporations
(EMCs) to provide broadband service in unserved areas within its
corporate limits.  The bill would also establish the Local
Government Communication Services Fair Competition Act of
2018 to encompass all communication services, not just cable
service.  This act would ensure fairness, transparency and
accountability amongst communications services providers.
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     Identity theft and credit fraud cases are also increasing
annually, and in light of this growing problem, the House
overwhelmingly passed House Bill 866 on Monday, February 26. 
This legislation would prohibit credit reporting agencies from
charging a fee for freezing or unfreezing a consumer account.  HB
866 would empower Georgians to protect their identity and credit
accounts without being financially burdened with fees.

     Our state has seen an alarming rise in automobile accidents
and fatalities in recent years, and it is highly likely that increased
cell phone usage has amplified this problem.  To address this
public safety issue, my colleagues and I passed House Bill 673 this
week, which would establish a hands-free driving law in Georgia. 
HB 673 would prohibit drivers from holding, supporting or
reaching for a wireless telecommunication device or a stand-alone
electronic device while operating a vehicle.  This measure would
also ban drivers from texting, browsing the internet or watching or
recording videos; however, drivers would be permitted to use GPS
navigation and voice-to-text features on their devices.  Anyone
convicted of violating this proposed law would be fined and
charged with a misdemeanor.

     We also passed HB 332.  This bill, known as the Georgia
Outdoor Stewardship Act, is a bill that I co-sponsored and strongly
supported since being elected.  This bill creates a separate trust



fund which would dedicate up to 0.75 percent of all state sales/use
tax revenues to the conservation of state lands.  This puts a
mechanism into place that ensures dedicated funding for land
acquisition for Georgia's hunters, fishermen, and outdoor lovers. 
Companion legislation, HR 238, was also passed which places the
issue on the ballot in a referendum in November.

     If you have any questions or concerns regarding any legislation
up for consideration in the House, or any input on how I may
better serve our community, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
I can be reached at my Capitol office at 404-657-1803, or via
email at Jesse.Petrea@house.ga.gov. 

     As always, thank you for allowing me to serve as your state
representative. 

Representative Jesse Petrea
Georgia House of representatives
District 166

       

Captiol Legislative Office Building - #408 - Atlanta, GA
jesse.petrea@house.ga.gov

404-657-1803
 
 

Political Campaign Management, PR and Web Design/Consultant

w w w .anchoradvocacy.com

https://www.facebook.com/PetreaForStateRepresentative?ref=br_tf

